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plant systems was organised in Strasbourg by Jacques Weil and Lawrence Bogorad. The participants in the workshop, were, without exception,
excited both by the quality of the work discussed and by the rapid progress being made in several areas of genomic analysis and expression in
plants. It also became apparent that there was a need for an international assembly of this sort at regular intervals. These workshops not only
encourage stim ulating discussion and constructive thinking but also result in increased collaboration and productive liaison between laboratories
with common interests. Hence a ten-day advanced studies institute course was organised in Edinburgh from 11-21 July 1979, and in this volume we
have published the contributions given by the invited speakers. The subjects discussed covered most areas of plant molecular biology and the
lecturers were asked to balance a review of their chosen subject with the results of their own recent research and likely future advances. Probably
the most important technical advance since the previous meeting of this group in Strasbourg, was the application of restriction enzyme analysis
and cloning techniques. This is illustrated in many of the published lectures and was the basis for many of the more informal discussion sessions. |
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