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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1839. Excerpt: . . . This and the following Essay, the Authors first contribution to science, were published
early in 1799. They were commenced at Penzance, shortly aFer he had entered on the study of Chemistry; and were finished at CliFon, twenty
months later. Less than two years aFer, namely in December, 1800, referring to these productions, he designates them, my infant chemical
speculations; t and, considering them chiefly in the light of mere speculations, he appears then to have greatly under-rated them, and to have
formed an opinion of them himself far more unfavourable than they deserved as a whole, or than posterity, it is probable, will acknowledge to be
correct. The following estimate of them was made at the time, by a very able judge, and candid critic, the distinguished and venerable Priestley. In
the Appendix to his last chemical work, he thus expresses himself: -- When some progress was made in printing this work, (The Doctrine of
Phlogiston established) I met with Dr. Beddoes Contributions to Physical Knowledge, and in it, Mr. II. Davys Essays, which have impressed me with a
high opinion of his philosophical acumen. His ideas were to me new, and very striking, but they are of too great consequence to be decided upon
hastily. Considering these Essays dispassionately aFer a lapse of forty years, the chief fault of them was, decidedly, that which their Author almost
immediately perceived, namely, hastiness of generalisation, --and the apparent presumption indicated by it. As regards the speculations...
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