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General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 146 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1845. Excerpt: . . . INTRODUCTION. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH PRIOR TO GEORGE FOX. The history of the
Christian Church, presents the record of a conflict, which, for eighteen centuries, has been waged within her bosom, between two opposing
principles. --These antagonistic principles are Spirituality and Formalism; the one, divine in its origin, and addressing itself to the highest part of our
nature; the other, earthly in its source, and finding an ally and a slave in the gross and sensual propensities of the human soul. Heathenism presents
a melancholy instance of the workings of the formal principle, when the divine and life-giving spirit has become extinct. Those noble religious truths
which occasionally shine forth in the writings of some of the early Heathen, are the fragments of a primitive revelation from the Divine Spirit to the
souls of those holy men, who lived in the tirst ages of the world. But their posterity, while they maintained the forms of worship, ceased to abide in
its spirit; the divine life died within them, and their communication with heaven was soon cut off; and the dim twilight of traditionary knowledge
gradually deepening into a profound and starless midnight, they finally sank into all the stupid and debasing practices of an idolatrous superstition.
Then came to pass that saying of Paul, Because when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, but became vain in their imaginations,
therefore their foolish heV we5 darkened; professing themselves to be wise, ey became fools, and...
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