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**xxx Bleak and wind-swept is the little town of Kirkby-Malhouse, harsh and forbidding are the fells upon which it stands. It stretches in a single line
of grey-stone, slate-roofed houses, dotted down the furze-clad slope of the rolling moor. In this lonely and secluded village, I, James Upperton,
found myself in the summer of 85. Little as the hamlet had to offer, it contained that for which | yearned above all things--seclusion and freedom
from all which might distract my mind from the high and weighty subjects which engaged it. But the inquisitiveness of my landlady made my
lodgings undesirable and | determined to seek new quarters. As it chanced, | had in one of my rambles come upon an isolated dwelling in the very
heart of these lonely moors, which | at once determined should be my own. It was a two-roomed cottage, which had once belonged to some
shepherd, but had long been deserted, and was crumbling rapidly to ruin. In the winter floods, the Gaster Beck, which runs down Gaster Fell, where
the little dwelling stood, had overswept its banks and torn away a part of the wall. The roof was in ill case, and the scattered slates lay thick amongst
the grass. Yet the main shell of the house stood firm and true; and it was no great task for me to have all that was amiss set right.
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