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CASCADE BOOKS, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Spectacles designed to
capture our attention surround us. Marketing, movies, shopping malls, concerts, and virtual realities capture our imaginations and cultivate our
desires. We live in a society of the spectacle. However, is the power and prevalence of spectacle unique to the modern era? In the pages of Gifts
Glittering and Poisoned, early Christian voices echo across the centuries to show that the society of the spectacle is not new. Our era resembles a
time when the spectacular entertainments of ancient Rome had a profound effect on every aspect of social life. By drawing on the rich theology and
witness of early Christianity, Gifts Glittering and Poisoned asks what it means for us to live in a new era of empire and spectacle. Through Augustine
s description of the demonic, it shows how consumerism constructs a sophisticated symbolic order, a society of the spectacle, that corrupts our
deepest longings for God. Gifts Glittering and Poisoned is an astonishing read--and an interdisciplinary tour de force that establishes Chanon Ross as
one of the most exciting practical theologians of his generation. Dense and delicious as chocolate lava cake, this book begs to be savored, line by
unexpected line, as Ross reveals his unflinching gift for seeing our contemporary reflection in the ancient Roman culture of spectacle. Gifts Glittering
and Poisoned is a dizzying and exhilarating ride through pagan metaphysics, Augustinian views on the demonic, Abercrombie and Fitch, ecstasy,
vampires, Coldplay, exorcism, American politics, and the Eucharist s power to turn human consumption on its ear. These pages left me breathless,
convicted, and hopeful. Prepare to be amazed. --Kenda Creasy Dean, Princeton Theological Seminary Gifts Glittering and Poisoned offers spot-on
theology for the contemporary church, a church...
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