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***xx Excerpt from The Primrose Path: A Chapter in the Annals of the Kingdom of Fife The old house of Earl s-hall stands on a long strip of land
between two rivers, in that county affectionately known to its inhabitants as the kingdom of Fife. It is not a great house, but neither is it an
insignificant one, though fortune has brought the family low which once held some primitive state in it: a quaint, gray dwelling, not formed for
modern wants. To make an ordinary dining-room and drawing-room in it would be as impossible as to content an ordinary band of modern
servants with the accommodation provided in the low vaulted chambers below, which are all the old house possesses in the way of kitchen or
servants hall; but when you see its gray gable and turret projecting from among a cloud of trees, the old Scotch manor-house looks as imposing as
any castle. The belt of wood round the little park, or what in Scotland is called the policy, is old too, and as well-grown as the winds will permit. It is
true that a great turnip-field, reaching up to the walls of the garden which lies on the southern side, has been thrust in between the house and the
wood, and the policy is as ragged as a poor pony badly groomed and badly fed; but these are imperfections which a little money could remedy very
quickly. The house itself is very peculiar in form, and consisted once of two buildings built on two sides of a court, and united by a mere screen of
wall, in which is an arched door-way surmounted by a...
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