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Come on in, Connie. The water s fine! invited Marjorie Dean, beckoning with one round, dripping arm to the girl on the sands, while with the other
she kept herself lazily afloat. The sun of a perfect August morning poured down upon the white beach, dotted here and there with ambitious
bathers, who had grasped Time firmly by his venerated forelock, and fared forth with the proverbial early bird for a morning dip in a deceitfully
dimpled and smiling sea. It was not yet nine o clock, but, fearful of losing a minute of her precious seaside vacation, Marjorie Dean had come down
to her favorite playground for her usual early morning swim. I know it s fine, laughed Constance Stevens, but this nice white sand is even finer. You ll
never learn to swim if you just sit on the beach and dream, reminded Marjorie. I feel that it s my stern duty to see that your education as a water
paddler is not neglected. So here goes! With a few skilful strokes she brought up in shallow water. There was a quick rush of lithe feet, the sound of
sweet, high laughter, then a little, good-natured gurgle of protest from the golden-haired, blue-eyed girl curled up on the sand as she found herself
being dragged into the water by a pair of sturdy young arms. Now-sink or swim, survive or perish! panted Marjorie, as the lapping shallows broke
over the yielding figure of her friend. You ll simply have to be a water baby, Connie, dear. It s as important as being a sophomore in Sanford High,
and you know just how important that is!...
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