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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Russia and Reform It is quite impossible for any one man to make an adequate study of all the chief aspects of Russian life. It has rather been my
object to suggest to future students some of the many important and fascinating questions which demand special study. The history, the literature,
the geography, the economy, of Russia might each absorb the interest of a number of genuine students. Russia has for a long time been almost the
chief factor of our foreign policy; her Imperial importance challenges our attention; her industrial future cannot be a matter of indiEerence to us.
The diEiculties of a political study of Russia are very great. The abnormal bias of the Government against all publicity has long made it very diEicult
for Russian writers to deal adequately and objectively even with some of the most innocent statistics. There also exists amongst the educated class a
spirit of antagonism to the Government which oFen diminishes the value, not only of such publications as may have evaded the censorship, but
even of the most simple statement of fact made in private conversation. I have therefore found it necessary to sometimes confine myself to that
which I could see for myself or learn at first hand from those persons who were best qualified to inform me on a given point, checking their
statements by what I was able to gather from others. This, of course, meant that I had to select certain typical districts for investigation. The
answers to my questions were recorded as soon as possible aFer I received them. I also had many talks with the chief leaders of the diEerent
political parties, and it...
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